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O B I T U A R I E S

There were no obituaries 
reported to The Monroe  
News for today’s edition.

By Dean Cousino
dean@monroenews.com

FRENCHTOWN 
TOWNSHIP — Frenchtown 
Township officials are weigh-
ing a proposal from Clerk 
Mark Baker to hire a part-
time specialist to handle 
general ledger and records for 
the township after he leaves 

o f f i c e  e a r l y 
next year.

Baker, who 
announced 
e a r l i e r  t h i s 
year that he 
was resign-
ing from his 
full-time post 

soon, submitted the plan to 
the seven-member board last 
week. After a discussion of 
more than an hour, the board 
took no action on the matter, 
saying they needed more time 
to consider the proposal. It 
will be brought up again at its 
workshop meeting at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday at the township hall, 
2744 Vivian Rd.

“Give us another week to 
think about it,” Trustee Kraig 
Yoas said at last Tuesday’s 
meeting. “It’s an important 
item. You have a lot of things 
going on … we need to have a 
plan put in place pretty quick.”

The proposal outlined duties 
and responsibilities for the 
specialist, who was needed 
to record day-to-day finan-
cial transactions. The person 
would work three hours a day 
Mondays through Fridays 
for three years and be paid an 
annual salary of $35,000 with 
no benefits.

“I’m just giving you an 
opportunity for a smooth 
transition” before next year’s 
presidential election, Baker, 
67, said. “I love what I do. But 
there’s not enough time to do 
everything that’s required. I’m 
not offended if you (turn this) 
down. But I see a train wreck 
coming.”

Baker’s term of office ends 
in November, 2020. He said 
he decided last December he 
would leave his $65,000-
a-year job because of all the 
added ledger and financial 
responsibilities he has assumed 
since he became clerk 11 years 
ago.

He also cited the new quali-
fied voter system that allows 
citizens to register on election 
day and myriad other changes 
in elections as part of the 
reason he was leaving. He said 
he worked 139 hours of over-
time in 2018, when there were 
only two elections.

Board members questioned 
if Deputy Clerk Jessica Burt 
was interested in stepping in 
as the new clerk. Burt, who 
was appointed by the clerk 
and who recorded minutes of 
the meeting, replied she had no 
intention of filling the position.

“The day I walk out the 
door, she is no longer the 

Frenchtown 
clerk leaving 
after 11 years
Baker says added duties 
a burden, suggests 
adding part-time staffer

Baker

By Dean Cousino
dean@monroenews.com

LUNA PIER – Wanita 
Trouten makes it a habit 
t o  a t t e n d  t h e  a n n u a l 
Empty Bowls dinner every 
November at the Luna Pier 
Fire Station.

“I come here every year,” 
the Monroe resident said as 
she picked up her clay bowl 
before eating Sunday. “I 
have a collection of these 
bowls at home. I’ve seen it 
grow.”

Trouten was among nearly 
400 people who packed the 
fire station during the three-
hour event to feed the hungry 
in Monroe County. For a $15 
donation, each patron got a 
handcrafted clay bowl and 
all the soup, chili, bread 
and dessert they want that 
was donated by more than a 
dozen local restaurants.

In its sixth year, the dinner 
is sponsored by the Luna 
Pier Business Association 
and hosted by the fire 
department. Welcoming 
visitors were organizer 
Carl Kamulski, who started 

the dinner in 2013, and his 
wife, Cheryl Krakow, who 
worked at the reception 
table. Kamulski made about 
650 of the 700 bowls used at 
the event.

For Larry Harper and his 
daughter, Kelly Allen, both 
from Luna Pier, the fund-
raiser is a big social event.

“I know a lot of people 
here,” Harper said. “This 
is my third time. I like how 
everyone helps feed these 

organizations.”
Allen said eating at the fire 

hall was like enjoying fellow-
ship at church.

“I’m glad to be part of this 
community,” she said. “It’s 
nice to see the community 
come together. They do a 
lot of stuff like the Veterans 
Parade and the feather party 
next week.”

Jim Raglow brought his 
wife, Hazel, and daughter, 
Rosie, 6, to the dinner after 

winning a large painting of a 
sunflower in a raffle at last 
year’s supper. This time, he 
got to meet the artist –  Rosie 
Lewandowski of Jerome, 
who contributed another 
paining of a female hippie 
holding a bowl for this year’s 
drawing. Lewandowski also 
made about 50 of the bowls 
herself and sat with Sharlene 
Welton of Canton and Cheryl 

Helping the hungry

By Caitlin Taylor
ctaylor@monroenews.com

Administrators say a new 
global program is responsi-
ble for a boost in enrollment 
at a Monroe Public Schools 
elementary school.

Enrollment is up more 
than 5.5 percent within 
the last year at Raisinville 
Elementary School after it 
recently was authorized as an 
International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Organization, according 
to district officials.

Raisinville is the only 
school in Monroe County 
that offers the IB’s Primary 
Years Programme (PYP).

“ W e  e x p e r i e n c e d 
increases in both our older 

and younger grade levels,” 
Principal Scott Hoppert 
said. “The International 
Baccalaureate has gener-
ated interest in Raisinville 
and our programs. As our 
students express excitement 
about the activities they 
are engaged in, our parents 
and community are taking 
notice.”

Raisinville was autho-
rized by the IB in May 
after an extensive four-
year proves that included 
teacher certification, school 
visits and other candidacy 
requirements.

The IB is a worldwide 
organization that aims to 

Raisinville program linked to enrollment spike

Raisinville Elementary School third-graders Mason Schilling, 
Quinn Wisniewski, Chloe Lawson and Isabella Jewell stand with 
one of the bluebird houses they built last spring. The bird houses 
are placed around the perimeter of the school property. [COURTESY 

PHOTO]

Karen and John Adamski of Temperance (right) select handmade clay bowls to eat with at the Empty Bowls Dinner held at the Luna Pier 
Fire Hall Sunday. Assisting at left were volunteers Barb Whitson and Cindy Gordon. [MONROE NEWS PHOTOS BY DEAN COUSINO]

Carl Kamulski started the Empty Bowls dinners in 2013. He makes nearly all of the bowls.

Empty Bowls dinner 
brings full house to 
Luna Pier Fire Hall

See BOWLS,  A7

See PROGRAM,  A7

See BAKER,  A7
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Zemke of Riverview, who also 
helped make bowls.

“This event brings artists 
together” for a good cause, 
Zemke, a fashion designer, 
said.

Visitors had their choice of 
turtle soup, vegetarian chili, 
jalapeno chowder, bean and 
ham and other dishes.

First-time visitors Mark 
Manor, a firefighter from 
Maybee, and his friend, Val 
Jonas, were amazed at the 
large turnout. They enjoyed 
the chicken dumpling, bean 
and ham, cabbage and turtle 
soups. Jonas said she learned 
about the fundraiser after it 
took place in 2018 and didn’t 
want to miss this year’s 

supper.
John and Karen Admaski of 

Temperance came early to get 
a good seat, but the hall was 
almost full when they went 
through the chow line.

“We both like soup,” Karen 
said. “We have several bowls 
at home.”

Kamulski, 77, who has 
assisted or chaired 27 Empty 
Bowls around the coun-
try, moved to Allen's Cove 
after holding similar dinners 
in Illinois, Maine and New 
Jersey. He said Sunday's turn-
out had already surpassed last 
year’s event that drew 300 
people. He said the dinner 
started at the American 
Legion hall, but had to be 
moved to a larger venue due to 
bigger crowds. The admission 
price was raised $5 this year, 
but the increase didn’t hurt 
attendance.

“We’re at capacity here,” 

the retired college professor 
said as he greeted visitors. 
“We were growing so fast, 
(but) needed to slow it down. 
I made about 95 percent of the 
bowls for this. You can only 
make so many bowls.”

He has plenty of help from 
his friends and the commu-
nity to host the fundraiser 
like Barb Whitson, a former 
student of Kamulski at Wayne 
County Community College; 
Bennie Russell, and Cindy 
Gordon. Vicky Johnson, 
another volunteer, kept hop-
ping around selling tickets for 
the art raffle.

Many of Kamulski's stu-
dents and associates donated 
art for the raffle. He estimated 
the 25 pieces donated had a 
total value of $5,000.

Proceeds from the 2018 
dinner were distributed to 
about nine organizations, 
including St. Anne’s Food 

Closet, Erie Community 
Food Closet, a food pantry at 
Luna Pier Baptist Church, a 

women’s shelter in Monroe, 
Salvation Army and Oaks of 
Righteousness soup kitchen.

BOWLS
From Page A1
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Elements of the International Baccalaureate program include world 
flags hung at the school. [COURTESY PHOTO]

deputy,” Baker said.
A new four-year clerk 

will be chosen in the 
next general election in 
November, 2020. Baker 
said other clerks in the 
county may be retiring or 
leaving, too, for the same 
reasons he is leaving.

“I really believe we’ll 
go through two clerks 
before a permanent one” 
is chosen, he said.

He pledged to continue 
working this year until 
all the financial forms 
are ready for auditors to 
look at.

BAKER
From Page A1

nurture knowledgeable and 
caring young people to create 
a more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding 
and respect, officials said.

It works with schools, gov-
ernment and international 
organizations to develop chal-
lenging programs focused on 
international education, while 
also encouraging students to 
become active, passionate 
and lifelong learners who are 
accepting of difference.

The IB’s primary pro-
gram, which is offered at 
Raisinville, is designed for 
students 3 through 12. Using a 

transdisciplinary framework, 
the PYP focuses the develop-
ment of the whole child by 
encouraging curiosity and 
inquiry, while promoting con-
fidence and self-motivation, 
officials said.

“We are proud to provide the 
International Baccalaureate 
program as an educational 
option for Monroe Public ele-
mentary students,” said Supt. 
Julie Everly. “I am incred-
ibly pleased that families in 
our community recognize the 
value of this learning approach 
and are making the choice for 
their children to be part of this 
innovative program.”

Following IB’s inquiry-
b a s e d  l e a r n i n g  m o d e l , 
Raisinville has been working 
to create curriculum that’s 
centered on student questions 

and exploration. As part of the 
PYP, students are challenged 
to not only learn information, 
but also to understand con-
text, officials said.

Beginning last spring, one of 
Raisinville’ first PYP-inspired 
activities included planting 
cattails and building bluebird 
houses, which now adorn the 
school’s campus. The project 
aimed to teach students about 
animal habitats.

Sixth-graders also held a 
Dog-Walk Backyard Carnival 
to support Project Second 
Chance Monroe, an organiza-
tion that pairs at-risk youth 
with abandoned pets.

As students planned activi-
ties and created items to 
sell, teachers said they were 
focused on inquiry-based, 
cross-discipline learning while 

also making a positive impact 
on Monroe County.

Another aspect of the school’s 
IB program is foreign language 
study. Raisinville chose to offer 
Spanish, which connects to 
middle and high school curric-
ulum offered through Monroe 
Public Schools.

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a v e 
Raisinville and enter a middle 
school program with seven 
years of experience in Spanish 
under their belts.

“We appreciate the time, 
effort and collaboration of the 
Raisinville staff that has made 
this program possible,” said 
Matthew Bunkelman, board 
of education vice president. 
“I know it will benefit our stu-
dents, and we look forward to 
hearing more about their edu-
cational experiences.”

PROGRAM
From Page A1

By John Flesher
The Associated Press

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. 
— Sport fish have declined 
significantly in portions of 
the Upper Mississippi River 
infested with Asian carp, adding 
evidence to fears about the 
invader’s threat to native spe-
cies, according to a new study.

Analysis of nearly 20 years 
of population data suggests 
the carp are out-competing 
fish prized by anglers, such 
as yellow perch, bluegill, and 
black and white crappie, the 
report said.

S c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  l o n g 
suspected Asian carp of 
starving out other fish in 
the Mississippi and many 
of its tributaries. The peer-
reviewed study this month 
in the journal Biological 
Invasions is among the first 
to establish a solid link, lead 
author John Chick said in an 
interview Friday.

“The alarms have been out 
there for a long time now,” 
said Chick, a fisheries biolo-
gist who directs a University 
of Illinois field station in 
Alton, Illinois. “This adds fur-
ther mustard to the argument 
that we need to be taking these 
things seriously. The trends 
that have been established 
here are not the trends we 
want to see in other places.”

Four varieties of Asian carp 
were imported in the late 
1960s and early 1970s to clear 
algae and weeds from sewage 
ponds and fish farms. They 
escaped into the Mississippi 
and have migrated northward.

Bighead and silver carp are 
the most troublesome. They 
gorge on tiny animals and 
plants known as plankton, 
which virtually all fish eat as 

juveniles. For some filter-
feeding species, it’s a lifelong 
staple.

Federal and state agencies 
have spent heavily on research 
and technology to keep them 
out of key waterways.

In their paper, Chick and 
colleagues there’s rarely 
enough data to document how 
invasive species harm natives.

But the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has been moni-
toring fish in the Upper 
Mississippi system for more 
than two decades, including 
several years before the carp 
arrived, using electrofishing 
to collect samples.

Analyzing Corps numbers 
compiled between 1994 and 
2013, Chick’s team found 
sport fish dropped about 30 
percent in two carp-infested 
areas on the Mississippi River 
and one on the Illinois River.

Meanwhile,  sport fish 
numbers grew nearly 35 per-
cent in three sections of the 
Mississippi farther upstream 
that the carp hadn’t reached.

The trends have continued, 
said Chick, who still monitors 
Corps data.

The study focused on silver 
carp, notorious for leaping 
from the water when startled, 
because they’re more abun-
dant in the Upper Mississippi 
than bighead carp.

It found that sport fish 
probably are losing out during 
early life stages, when they’re 
dependent on plankton the 
carp are gobbling up.

The researchers considered 
other factors including flood-
ing, water temperatures and 
sediment pollution. But none 
was found to have played a 
significant role in the sport 
fish trends in the upper 
Mississippi.

Study links Asian carp with 
Mississippi River fish drop

By Nicole Winfield 
and Yuri Kageyama
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope 
Francis has agendas both 
pastoral and personal for 
his trip to Asia, where he’ll 
appeal for global nuclear 
disarmament at the sites of 
the atomic bomb and min-
ister to two tiny Catholic 
communities that have suf-
fered gruesome periods of 
persecution.

Emphasizing the dignity 
of life is also on Francis’ 
to-do list for his trip to 
Thailand and Japan that 
begins Wednesday, given the 
scourge of human trafficking 
in Thailand and Japan’s use 
of capital punishment and 
high suicide rate.

As a young Jesuit, Francis 
dreamed of being a mission-
ary in Japan, inspired by the 
courage of Japan’s Hidden 
Christians, who braved two 
centuries of persecution to 

keep their faith alive.
“In some way, this is the 

fulfilment of his dream,” 
said the Rev. Bernardo 
C e r v e l l e r a ,  e d i t o r  o f 
A s i a N e w s ,  a  V a t i c a n -
affiliated news service.

In Thailand, Francis will 
also be reunited with his 
second cousin, Sister Ana 
Rose Sivori, an Argentine 
n u n  w h o  h a s  l i v e d  i n 
Thailand since 1966 and 
will serve as Francis’ official 
translator there.

Pope’s Asian agenda: Nukes, martyrs, family reunion

By Ricardo 
Alonso-Zaldivar
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
White House is ramping up 
its push to get a bill through 
Congress that curbs pre-
s c r i p t i o n  d r u g  c o s t s , 
feeling a new urgency as the 
impeachment investigation 
advances amid the 2020 
election campaign.

The effort has progressed 
beyond anything seen in 
years, says President Donald 
Trump’s top domestic policy 
adviser. “This is a once-in-
a-generation opportunity 
to confront these issues in 
a nonideological fashion,” 
adviser Joe Grogan said 
in a recent session with 
reporters.

“Unfortunately,” Grogan 
explained, “there are some 
current complications.”

After months of dia-
logue, the White House 

and House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi have parted ways on 
Medicare price negotia-
tions that Pelosi advocates 
and Trump — unlike most 
Republicans — once sup-
ported in principle.

Instead Trump is backing 
a compromise bipartisan 
bill in the Senate, which 
does not give Medicare 
bargaining authority, but 
forces drugmakers to pay 
rebates if they raise prices 
too high.

Grogan said the admin-
istration is working to line 
up Republican support for 
the Senate bill while trying 
to sweeten its impact by 
plowing more of the gov-
ernment’s savings from 
reduced drug prices into 
benefits for seniors.

“We’re really at a stage on 
a bipartisan basis of dialing 
in on the final specifics,” he 
said at a recent event spon-
sored by the Alliance for 

Health Policy.
A Gallup-West Health 

poll finds that 66 percent 
of adults don’t believe the 
Trump administration has 
made any progress, or very 
much progress, in limiting 
the rising cost of prescrip-
tion drugs.

People in the policy debate 
say a deal must be sealed this 
year or by early next at the 
very latest, before election 
season goes into overdrive.

Medicare enrollees would 
be the biggest winners under 
either bill.

The bipartisan Senate 
legislation would cap what 
Medicare beneficiaries pay 
out of pocket for drugs and 
require drugmakers to pay 
rebates.

T h a t  w o u l d  b e  f o r 
Medicare if they hike prices 
above the inflation rate. Its 
lead authors are Sens. Chuck 
Grassley, R-Iowa, and Ron 
Wyden, D-Ore.

White House ramps up push 
for drug cost legislation
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Zemke of Riverview, who also 
helped make bowls.

“This event brings artists 
together” for a good cause, 
Zemke, a fashion designer, 
said.

Visitors had their choice of 
turtle soup, vegetarian chili, 
jalapeno chowder, bean and 
ham and other dishes.

First-time visitors Mark 
Manor, a firefighter from 
Maybee, and his friend, Val 
Jonas, were amazed at the 
large turnout. They enjoyed 
the chicken dumpling, bean 
and ham, cabbage and turtle 
soups. Jonas said she learned 
about the fundraiser after it 
took place in 2018 and didn’t 
want to miss this year’s 

supper.
John and Karen Admaski of 

Temperance came early to get 
a good seat, but the hall was 
almost full when they went 
through the chow line.

“We both like soup,” Karen 
said. “We have several bowls 
at home.”

Kamulski, 77, who has 
assisted or chaired 27 Empty 
Bowls around the coun-
try, moved to Allen's Cove 
after holding similar dinners 
in Illinois, Maine and New 
Jersey. He said Sunday's turn-
out had already surpassed last 
year’s event that drew 300 
people. He said the dinner 
started at the American 
Legion hall, but had to be 
moved to a larger venue due to 
bigger crowds. The admission 
price was raised $5 this year, 
but the increase didn’t hurt 
attendance.

“We’re at capacity here,” 

the retired college professor 
said as he greeted visitors. 
“We were growing so fast, 
(but) needed to slow it down. 
I made about 95 percent of the 
bowls for this. You can only 
make so many bowls.”

He has plenty of help from 
his friends and the commu-
nity to host the fundraiser 
like Barb Whitson, a former 
student of Kamulski at Wayne 
County Community College; 
Bennie Russell, and Cindy 
Gordon. Vicky Johnson, 
another volunteer, kept hop-
ping around selling tickets for 
the art raffle.

Many of Kamulski's stu-
dents and associates donated 
art for the raffle. He estimated 
the 25 pieces donated had a 
total value of $5,000.

Proceeds from the 2018 
dinner were distributed to 
about nine organizations, 
including St. Anne’s Food 

Closet, Erie Community 
Food Closet, a food pantry at 
Luna Pier Baptist Church, a 

women’s shelter in Monroe, 
Salvation Army and Oaks of 
Righteousness soup kitchen.
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Elements of the International Baccalaureate program include world 
flags hung at the school. [COURTESY PHOTO]

deputy,” Baker said.
A new four-year clerk 

will be chosen in the 
next general election in 
November, 2020. Baker 
said other clerks in the 
county may be retiring or 
leaving, too, for the same 
reasons he is leaving.

“I really believe we’ll 
go through two clerks 
before a permanent one” 
is chosen, he said.

He pledged to continue 
working this year until 
all the financial forms 
are ready for auditors to 
look at.

BAKER
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nurture knowledgeable and 
caring young people to create 
a more peaceful world through 
intercultural understanding 
and respect, officials said.

It works with schools, gov-
ernment and international 
organizations to develop chal-
lenging programs focused on 
international education, while 
also encouraging students to 
become active, passionate 
and lifelong learners who are 
accepting of difference.

The IB’s primary pro-
gram, which is offered at 
Raisinville, is designed for 
students 3 through 12. Using a 

transdisciplinary framework, 
the PYP focuses the develop-
ment of the whole child by 
encouraging curiosity and 
inquiry, while promoting con-
fidence and self-motivation, 
officials said.

“We are proud to provide the 
International Baccalaureate 
program as an educational 
option for Monroe Public ele-
mentary students,” said Supt. 
Julie Everly. “I am incred-
ibly pleased that families in 
our community recognize the 
value of this learning approach 
and are making the choice for 
their children to be part of this 
innovative program.”

Following IB’s inquiry-
b a s e d  l e a r n i n g  m o d e l , 
Raisinville has been working 
to create curriculum that’s 
centered on student questions 

and exploration. As part of the 
PYP, students are challenged 
to not only learn information, 
but also to understand con-
text, officials said.

Beginning last spring, one of 
Raisinville’ first PYP-inspired 
activities included planting 
cattails and building bluebird 
houses, which now adorn the 
school’s campus. The project 
aimed to teach students about 
animal habitats.

Sixth-graders also held a 
Dog-Walk Backyard Carnival 
to support Project Second 
Chance Monroe, an organiza-
tion that pairs at-risk youth 
with abandoned pets.

As students planned activi-
ties and created items to 
sell, teachers said they were 
focused on inquiry-based, 
cross-discipline learning while 

also making a positive impact 
on Monroe County.

Another aspect of the school’s 
IB program is foreign language 
study. Raisinville chose to offer 
Spanish, which connects to 
middle and high school curric-
ulum offered through Monroe 
Public Schools.

S t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a v e 
Raisinville and enter a middle 
school program with seven 
years of experience in Spanish 
under their belts.

“We appreciate the time, 
effort and collaboration of the 
Raisinville staff that has made 
this program possible,” said 
Matthew Bunkelman, board 
of education vice president. 
“I know it will benefit our stu-
dents, and we look forward to 
hearing more about their edu-
cational experiences.”
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By John Flesher
The Associated Press

TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. 
— Sport fish have declined 
significantly in portions of 
the Upper Mississippi River 
infested with Asian carp, adding 
evidence to fears about the 
invader’s threat to native spe-
cies, according to a new study.

Analysis of nearly 20 years 
of population data suggests 
the carp are out-competing 
fish prized by anglers, such 
as yellow perch, bluegill, and 
black and white crappie, the 
report said.

S c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  l o n g 
suspected Asian carp of 
starving out other fish in 
the Mississippi and many 
of its tributaries. The peer-
reviewed study this month 
in the journal Biological 
Invasions is among the first 
to establish a solid link, lead 
author John Chick said in an 
interview Friday.

“The alarms have been out 
there for a long time now,” 
said Chick, a fisheries biolo-
gist who directs a University 
of Illinois field station in 
Alton, Illinois. “This adds fur-
ther mustard to the argument 
that we need to be taking these 
things seriously. The trends 
that have been established 
here are not the trends we 
want to see in other places.”

Four varieties of Asian carp 
were imported in the late 
1960s and early 1970s to clear 
algae and weeds from sewage 
ponds and fish farms. They 
escaped into the Mississippi 
and have migrated northward.

Bighead and silver carp are 
the most troublesome. They 
gorge on tiny animals and 
plants known as plankton, 
which virtually all fish eat as 

juveniles. For some filter-
feeding species, it’s a lifelong 
staple.

Federal and state agencies 
have spent heavily on research 
and technology to keep them 
out of key waterways.

In their paper, Chick and 
colleagues there’s rarely 
enough data to document how 
invasive species harm natives.

But the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers has been moni-
toring fish in the Upper 
Mississippi system for more 
than two decades, including 
several years before the carp 
arrived, using electrofishing 
to collect samples.

Analyzing Corps numbers 
compiled between 1994 and 
2013, Chick’s team found 
sport fish dropped about 30 
percent in two carp-infested 
areas on the Mississippi River 
and one on the Illinois River.

Meanwhile,  sport fish 
numbers grew nearly 35 per-
cent in three sections of the 
Mississippi farther upstream 
that the carp hadn’t reached.

The trends have continued, 
said Chick, who still monitors 
Corps data.

The study focused on silver 
carp, notorious for leaping 
from the water when startled, 
because they’re more abun-
dant in the Upper Mississippi 
than bighead carp.

It found that sport fish 
probably are losing out during 
early life stages, when they’re 
dependent on plankton the 
carp are gobbling up.

The researchers considered 
other factors including flood-
ing, water temperatures and 
sediment pollution. But none 
was found to have played a 
significant role in the sport 
fish trends in the upper 
Mississippi.

Study links Asian carp with 
Mississippi River fish drop

By Nicole Winfield 
and Yuri Kageyama
The Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Pope 
Francis has agendas both 
pastoral and personal for 
his trip to Asia, where he’ll 
appeal for global nuclear 
disarmament at the sites of 
the atomic bomb and min-
ister to two tiny Catholic 
communities that have suf-
fered gruesome periods of 
persecution.

Emphasizing the dignity 
of life is also on Francis’ 
to-do list for his trip to 
Thailand and Japan that 
begins Wednesday, given the 
scourge of human trafficking 
in Thailand and Japan’s use 
of capital punishment and 
high suicide rate.

As a young Jesuit, Francis 
dreamed of being a mission-
ary in Japan, inspired by the 
courage of Japan’s Hidden 
Christians, who braved two 
centuries of persecution to 

keep their faith alive.
“In some way, this is the 

fulfilment of his dream,” 
said the Rev. Bernardo 
C e r v e l l e r a ,  e d i t o r  o f 
A s i a N e w s ,  a  V a t i c a n -
affiliated news service.

In Thailand, Francis will 
also be reunited with his 
second cousin, Sister Ana 
Rose Sivori, an Argentine 
n u n  w h o  h a s  l i v e d  i n 
Thailand since 1966 and 
will serve as Francis’ official 
translator there.

Pope’s Asian agenda: Nukes, martyrs, family reunion

By Ricardo 
Alonso-Zaldivar
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The 
White House is ramping up 
its push to get a bill through 
Congress that curbs pre-
s c r i p t i o n  d r u g  c o s t s , 
feeling a new urgency as the 
impeachment investigation 
advances amid the 2020 
election campaign.

The effort has progressed 
beyond anything seen in 
years, says President Donald 
Trump’s top domestic policy 
adviser. “This is a once-in-
a-generation opportunity 
to confront these issues in 
a nonideological fashion,” 
adviser Joe Grogan said 
in a recent session with 
reporters.

“Unfortunately,” Grogan 
explained, “there are some 
current complications.”

After months of dia-
logue, the White House 

and House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi have parted ways on 
Medicare price negotia-
tions that Pelosi advocates 
and Trump — unlike most 
Republicans — once sup-
ported in principle.

Instead Trump is backing 
a compromise bipartisan 
bill in the Senate, which 
does not give Medicare 
bargaining authority, but 
forces drugmakers to pay 
rebates if they raise prices 
too high.

Grogan said the admin-
istration is working to line 
up Republican support for 
the Senate bill while trying 
to sweeten its impact by 
plowing more of the gov-
ernment’s savings from 
reduced drug prices into 
benefits for seniors.

“We’re really at a stage on 
a bipartisan basis of dialing 
in on the final specifics,” he 
said at a recent event spon-
sored by the Alliance for 

Health Policy.
A Gallup-West Health 

poll finds that 66 percent 
of adults don’t believe the 
Trump administration has 
made any progress, or very 
much progress, in limiting 
the rising cost of prescrip-
tion drugs.

People in the policy debate 
say a deal must be sealed this 
year or by early next at the 
very latest, before election 
season goes into overdrive.

Medicare enrollees would 
be the biggest winners under 
either bill.

The bipartisan Senate 
legislation would cap what 
Medicare beneficiaries pay 
out of pocket for drugs and 
require drugmakers to pay 
rebates.

T h a t  w o u l d  b e  f o r 
Medicare if they hike prices 
above the inflation rate. Its 
lead authors are Sens. Chuck 
Grassley, R-Iowa, and Ron 
Wyden, D-Ore.

White House ramps up push 
for drug cost legislation
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